
Year 3 Knowledge Organiser

Unit: States of  Matter

ROCKET WORDS
Learn these words 

and their definitions.

Key Word Definition

water cycle The processes that water 

takes between the earth’s 

oceans, land and 

atmosphere.

molecule A group of atoms bonded 

together that can take part 

in a chemical reaction.

solid Matter maintains a fixed 

volume and shape.

liquid Adapts to the shape of its 

container but volume is 

unchanged.

gas Expands to occupy the 

whole of the container.

evaporation The process of liquid 

turning to vapour.

water vapour The form water takes when 

it evaporates into a gas in 

the air.

condensation The conversion of a vapour 

or gas to a liquid, often 

collects as droplets on a 

cold surface.

1
•How can I describe and classify 
materials?

2
•Solid, liquid or gas – how can I be 
certain?

3

•How can I plan an investigation to 
see how heat affects different 
materials?

4
•How can I record and present my 
findings from the investigation?

5
•How can I explain evaporation and 
condensation?

6
•What is the water cycle?

Learning Questions

precipitation

(rain, sleet, snow)

evaporation

(water 

vapour)

runoff & collection

condensation

(builds in 

clouds)

sun

(energy 

and heat)

The Water Cycle

States of  Matter


