
 
Handwriting 
At St Michael's Primary School, handwriting is closely linked to the Read Write Inc. phonics scheme. 
Handwriting is taught progressively and in-line with the requirements of the National Curriculum.  
Aims 
We aim for our children to: 

 Understand the importance of neat presentation in order to communicate their ideas 
clearly. 

 Take pride in the presentation of their work and gain a sense of achievement. 

 Present work in a neat and orderly fashion appropriate to the task. 

 Use the correct letter formation. 

 Develop fluency and speed whilst writing, so that they are able to write in a neat cursive 
style by the end of KS2. 

 
Knowledge, skills and understanding In the early stages children are taught: 

 How to hold a pen/pencil correctly and form letters and numbers of regular size and shape. 

 Write from left to write and top to bottom of a page. 

 Start and finish upper and lower case letters correctly. 

 Put regular spaces between letters and words. 

 The importance of clear and neat presentation in order to communicate meaning effectively. 

 
 
In the later stages children are taught to: 

 Write legibly in a joined style with increased fluency and speed. 

 Use different forms of handwriting for different purposes, e.g. understand that making quick 
written notes in English or jottings in maths does not require the same level of neatness as 
other writing or maths work. 
 

Teachers use a variety of strategies for the teaching of handwriting including: 

 Direction 

 Demonstration 

 Modelling 

 Scaffolding 

 Explanation 
 

Basic structure of a handwriting session 

 Posture check and book positioning 

 Warm-up consisting of finger, hand and pencil activities 

 Teacher modelling on the visualiser / board / flip chart 

 Children practising with teacher model, then from memory 
 
We teach letter and number formation as detailed below using the teaching sequence described. 
In EYFS and KS1, children use a pencil in their handwriting lessons. In KS2, they will begin using a pen 
and will work towards a pen license, which will be at the discretion of the teacher. At this point, the 



children will begin to use black handwriting pens. If the standard of handwriting slips, then the 
children will return to using pencil until they re-earn their pen license.  
The use of worksheets is discouraged for the majority of children who should be able to form their 
handwriting by observing and copying teacher modelling.  
 

 
 
Expectations of staff 
All adults in the classroom are expected to: 

 Model the school handwriting style in their own handwriting. 

 Teach the correct grip 
 

 

 

 Ensure correct formation of letters and numbers. 

 Ensure correct posture with children sitting comfortably and upright, with feet flat on the 
floor. 

 Ensure good lighting. 

 Ensure each child has a suitable writing implement before they begin, pencils are adequately 
sharpened and pens are appropriate and suitable for fluent writing. 

 Where possible link handwriting to spelling patterns. 
 
Consideration for left handers 

 Seating: sit to the left of another child, at the edge of a table. 

 Grip: hold the pencil/pen at least 2cm from the point so the children can see what they are 
writing. 

 Position of paper: to left of the body at an angle, with right hand corner nearer to the body 
than the left. 

 



 

Inclusion 

The vast majority of children will be able to write fluently and legibly. However, some children may 

need additional support to develop a fluent, legible style of handwriting. Provision will be made 

through additional sessions that are focused on the child’s identified specific difficulty with 

handwriting. Teachers who are concerned about a child’s progress in handwriting should seek advice 

from the Sendco. 

Presentation 

It is important to ensure consistency towards presentation of work across the school so that the 

children are clear about what is expected of them as they move through the school. The Sendco can 

provide pencil grips and coloured workbooks or paper to aid presentation for identified children. All 

staff should use the following guidelines to ensure consistency, taking into account the age and 

ability of the children. 

Writing at EYFS and KS1 

 Children will write in pencil and edit in purple pen. 

 All work will have a date and a learning objective. The date will be written on the left hand 

side of the page and the title will be written on the line beneath it. Children will be 

encouraged to write these themselves, though it may be necessary for an adult to do this or 

for printed stickers to be used 

 



 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



Placement of letters 

 

 

Joining Letter 

We teach the RWI letter joints There are two basic joins: 

The arm join (diagonal) The washing line join (horizontal) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

EYFS and Year 1 Printed Script 

 

 

Y2 and Lower KS2 Script 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Upper KS2 Script 

 


