
St Michael’s - Reading Intent 

Developing key reading skills through high-quality teaching is the priority for our children. In addition, studying whole texts in lessons – Novel Study - develops 

children’s love of reading by giving them the opportunity to read and listen to texts and authors they might not have chosen to read for themselves, also providing 

opportunities to encounter a wide variety of genres. 

Within each year group, children have access to a carefully graded reading system to ensure they read books that are both challenging and diverse in nature. The five 

plagues of reading are embedded within our reading spine to ensure that children have access to a greater variety of complex narrative structures. We have ensured 

our selected texts represent a wide range of diversity in both authors and protagonists and are engaging to encourage a love for reading. A diet of fiction and non-

fiction is promoted within our Reading Spine. 

We have daily guided reading comprehension sessions to ensure that children read age-related texts and answer V.I.P.E.R.S (Vocabulary, Inference, Predict, Explain, 

Retrieve and Summarise / Sequence) as our method to explicitly teach each skill. These whole class or group reading comprehension sessions are used as a powerful 

tool to allow all children to make progress in reading and provide regular and supportive opportunities for children to encounter engaging texts that will resonate with 

their interests and capture their imagination. 

  



YEAR R 

THE FIVE PLAGUES OF A DEVELOPING READER 

Archaic Language Non-Linear Time Sequences Narratively Complex Figurative/Symbolic Resistant Texts 

Vocabulary, usage, syntax and 

context for cultural 

reference in books of over 50 

years old are typically more 

complex than the modern 

form 

Time passes in the text in fits 

and starts or doubles backs on 

itself, for example using 

flashbacks 

Narrated by an unreliable 

narrator who misunderstands 

something or doesn’t fit in 

with others’ views. The 

narrator can also be multiple 

people or an animal or there 

can be multiple plot lines 

Happen on a symbolic level or 

contain hidden ideas or 

meanings 

Written to deliberately make 

it hard for the reader to 

ascertain meaning, needing to 

assemble meaning around 

nuances, hints, uncertainties 

and clues 

 

OTHER TEXT TYPES 

Culture & Diversity Non-Fiction    

Books about life in other 

cultures or diversity in our 

own culture 

Books containing factual 

information. 

   

 

 AUTUMN 1 AUTUMN 2 SPRING 1 SPRING 2 SUMMER 1 SUMMER 2 

Topic 

Familiar to Me and My 

Interests 

 

Familiar to Me and My 

Interests 

 

Growth, Communities and 

Culture 

 

Growth, Communities and 

Culture 

 

Sky, Land and Sea 

 

Sky, Land and Sea 

 

Novel Study Text 

 Gruffalo Stickman 

 

Three Little Pigs 

 

Handa’s Surprise  

 

Farmer Duck 

 

The Rainbow Fish 

 

Goldilocks and the Three 

Bears 

 

Dinosaur Roar 

 
 Supertato 

 

The Little Red Hen 

 
 

   Gingerbread Man 

 
  

Writing Genres 

Initial Sounds 

Rhyming 

Story Maps and Sequencing 

Story Retelling 

Captions 

Lists 

Fiction 

Non-fiction 

 

Initial Sounds 

Story Maps and Sequencing 

Captions 

Lists 

Fiction 

Non-fiction 

 

Speech Bubbles 

Innovating Stories 

Story maps 

Sentence writing 

Character descriptions 

Non-fiction 

 

Innovating Stories 

Descriptive sentences 

Sentence writing 

Non-Fiction 

 

 

 

Descriptions 

Riddles  

Fact files 

Sentence writing with 

connectives 

Non-fiction 

Descriptions 

Poetry 

Sentence writing with 

conjunctions 

Fiction and non-fiction 

 

 



 

Letters 

Lists 

Labelling 

A range of non-fiction texts 

A range of fiction texts 

Nursery Rhymes/Poems 
 

Cards 

Invitations 

Recipes 

Shopping Lists 

A range of non-fiction texts 

A range of fiction texts 

Poetry books 
 

Riddles 

Responding to Questions 

Letters 

Character Descriptions 

Recipes 

A range of non-fiction texts 

A range of fiction texts 
 

Story Time Book 

(Talk through 

stories) 

Exs: pre AR 

Gds: 1.2 

Exs: pre AR 

Gds: 1.4 

Exs: 0.1 

Gds: 1.6 

Exs: 0.3 

Gds: 1.8 

Exs: 0.5 

Gds: 2.0 

Exs: 0.7 

Gds: 2.2 

Elmer Room on a broom Burglar Bill Handa’s hen Click, clack, moo Tiddler 

Five minutes peace Can’t you sleep little 

bear 

Cops & robbers Sonya’s chickens 

 

The extraordinary 

Gardener 

 

Lost and found 

 

 One snowy night Aliens love underpants 

 

Anna Hibiscus’ song 

 

 How to be a Viking 

 

 

  



YEAR 1 

THE FIVE PLAGUES OF A DEVELOPING READER 

Archaic Language Non-Linear Time Sequences Narratively Complex Figurative/Symbolic Resistant Texts 

Vocabulary, usage, syntax and 

context for cultural 

reference in books of over 50 

years old are typically more 

complex than the modern 

form 

Time passes in the text in fits 

and starts or doubles backs on 

itself, for example using 

flashbacks 

Narrated by an unreliable 

narrator who misunderstands 

something or doesn’t fit in 

with others’ views. The 

narrator can also be multiple 

people or an animal or there 

can be multiple plot lines 

Happen on a symbolic level or 

contain hidden ideas or 

meanings 

Written to deliberately make 

it hard for the reader to 

ascertain meaning, needing to 

assemble meaning around 

nuances, hints, uncertainties 

and clues 

 

OTHER TEXT TYPES 

Culture & Diversity Non-Fiction    

Books about life in other 

cultures or diversity in our 

own culture 

Books containing factual 

information. 

   

 

 AUTUMN 1 AUTUMN 2 SPRING 1 SPRING 2 SUMMER 1 SUMMER 2 

Topic 

Geography Local Area 

Study: Tilehurst 

History Local area 

study: Tilehurst 

Paws, Claws & 

Whiskers 

England & Brazil A Day in the 

life/Changes in living 

memory 

Enchanted woodland 

Novel Study Text 

We’re going on a Bear 

Hunt by Michael Rosen 

(1.3 LY) 

 

Paddington Goes to 

London by Michael 

Bond 

Wanted – the perfect 

pet (3.5 LY) 

 Where the wild things 

are (3.4 LY) 

3 Billy Goats Gruff by 

Paul Galdone 

Journey by Aaron 

Becker 

 Thank you for looking 

after our pets – Tim 

Hopgood. 

The Great Kapok Tree 

by Lynne Cherry 

 The true story of 

three little pigs by Jon 

Scieszka 
 Pussycat Pussycat 

where have you been? 

Nursery Rhyme 

  Ning Nang Nong by 
Spike Milligan  

 

Writing Genres 

Labels & captions  

Familiar stories and 

settings 

Story language 

Repeating patterns in 

poems 

Sentences for an 

information text 

Animal stories. 

Description poems 

Non-chronological 

reports 

Stories from other 

cultures 

Instructions 

Fantasy Stories  

Poetry 

Traditional and Fairy 

Fairytale Jumbles 

[Hilary Robinson] Tales 

Letters and recounts 



Higher Guided 

Reading Text 

Exs: 0.7 

Gds: 2.2 

Exs: 0.9 

Gds: 2.4 

Exs: 1.1 

Gds: 2.6 

Exs: 1.3 

Gds: 2.8 

Exs: 1.5 

Gds: 3.0 

Exs: 1.7 

Gds: 3.2 

Happy Ever After 

B.G.Hennessy (3.2 LY) 

Jack breaks the 

Beanstalk Sue 

Nicholson (3.2 LY) 

Story Time Book 

Chocolate Cake Michael 

Rosen 

(2.5 LY) 

The Pied Piper of 

Hamelin by Anne 

Adeney 

(1.7 LY) 

Gorilla by Anthony 

Browne 

(2.6 LY) 

 

Thank you for looking 

after our pets by Tim 

Hopgood  

Alice Poetry – Alice in 

Wonderland Jigsaw 

Book 

Fairy tale Jumbles – 

Snow White and The 

enormous Turnip by 

Hilary Robinson (3.1 

LY) 

We’re going on a Bear 

Hunt by Michael Rosen 

(1.3 LY) 

Maisy Goes to the City 

by Lucy Cousins 

(1.7 LY) 

Oi! Frog by Kes Gray 

(2.4 LY) 

How to choose a pet – 

Cat by Clare Chandler 

Winnie and Wilbur – 

The Naughty Knight 

(LY 3.1) 

Goldilocks and the wolf 

by Hilary Robinson (2.1 

LY) 

Not Now Bernard by 

David McKee  

(1.4 LY) 

Maisy Goes to London 

by Lucy Cousins 

(2.0 LY) 

Harry and the 

Dinosaurs Go to School 

by Ian Whybrow 

(2.6 LY) 

How to choose a pet – 

Guinea Pig by Clare 

Chandler 

The Misadventures of 

Winnie the Witch by 

Laura Owen (LY 3.2) 

Rapunzel and the Billy 

Goats by Hilary 

Robinson (3.1 LY) 

Oscar Got the Blame 

by Tony Ross 

(2.2 LY) 

Lost In the Snow by 

Ian Beck 

(2.4 LY) 

Superworm by Julia 

Donaldson 

(2.6 LY) 

The Winter Hedgehog 

by Ann & Reg 

Cartwright 

The Princess and the 

Wizard by Julia 

Donaldson (3.9 LY) 

Cinderella and the 

Beanstalk by Hilary 

Robinson (3.1 LY) 

The Town Mouse and 

the Country Mouse by 

Susanna Davidson 

(2.2 LY) 

Snow Bears by Martin 

Waddell 

(2.4 LY) 

Katie McGinty wants a 

pet by Jenna 

Harrington (2.6LY) 

How the Leopard got 

his spots by Elizabeth 

Rogers (1.9 LY) 

 Beware of the story 

book wolves by Lauren 

Child (4.5 LY) 

Can’t you sleep little 

Bear? 

Martin Waddell 

(2.3 LY) 

  Mama Papaya’s 

Pancakes 

Mary Chamberlin 

(3.8 LY) 

 Jim and the Beanstalk 

Raymond Briggs 

(3.5 LY) 

The Cave by Rob 

Hodgson  

(2.1 LY) 

    Jack breaks the 

beanstalk 

Sue Nicholson 

(3.4 LY) 

 

  



YEAR 2 

 

THE FIVE PLAGUES OF A DEVELOPING READER 

Archaic Language Non-Linear Time Sequences Narratively Complex Figurative/Symbolic Resistant Texts 

Vocabulary, usage, syntax and 

context for cultural 

reference in books of over 50 

years old are typically more 

complex than the modern 

form 

Time passes in the text in fits 

and starts or doubles backs on 

itself, for example using 

flashbacks 

Narrated by an unreliable 

narrator who misunderstands 

something or doesn’t fit in 

with others’ views. The 

narrator can also be multiple 

people or an animal or there 

can be multiple plot lines 

Happen on a symbolic level or 

contain hidden ideas or 

meanings 

Written to deliberately make 

it hard for the reader to 

ascertain meaning, needing to 

assemble meaning around 

nuances, hints, uncertainties 

and clues 

 

OTHER TEXT TYPES 

Culture & Diversity Non-Fiction    

Books about life in other 

cultures or diversity in our 

own culture 

Books containing factual 

information. 

   

 

 AUTUMN 1 AUTUMN 2 SPRING 1 SPRING 2 SUMMER 1 SUMMER 2 

Topic 
Muck, Mess & Mixtures Land Ahoy Whacky Wheels Wriggle & Crawl Street Detectives 

 

Buoyant Boats 

Novel Study Text 

Supertato: Veggies 

Assemble by Sue 

Hendra 

(2.4 LY) 

The Storm Whale by 

Benji Davies  

(2.3 LY) 

If I Built a Car by 

Chris Van Dusen  

Aesop’s Fables by Ellie 

Woolard 

Shifty McGifty & 

Slippery Sam by 

Tracey Corderoy  

(2.7 LY) 

Peter Pan (Ladybird 

books) 

Writing Genres 

Instructions 

Dilemma story  

Persuasive adverts 

Adventure stories 

Non-chronological 

reports 

Kennings 

Letter recounts  

Riddles 

Performance poems 

Fables 

Diary recounts 

Humorous stories Fantasy stories 

Limericks 

Performance poems 

Higher Guided 

Reading Text 

(Vipers group) 

Target level: 3.2 

Into the forest by 

Anthony Browne 

(2.5 LY) 

Target level: 3.4 

Town is by the sea by 

Joanne Schwartz 

(3.4 LY) 

Target level: 3.6 

Space Saver by Kate 

Agnew  

(3.6 LY) 

Target level: 3.8 

Leon Loves Bugs by 

Dyan Sheldon  

(3.8 LY) 

Target level: 4.0 

Village Home by Nicola 

Barber (3.9 LY) 

Target level: 4.2 

What If There Were 

No Sea Otters? By 

Suzanne Slade  

(4.3 LY) 

Gorilla by Anthony 

Browne 

(2.6 LY) 

Fergus the Sea Dog by 

Tony Maddox  

(3.5 LY) 

The Rugged Off-

Roader by Jenny 

Alexander  

Bugs and Other 

Insects by Bobbie 

Kalman (3.8 LY) 

The House by the Lake: 

The Story of a Home 

and a Hundred Years 

Sink or Swim with 

Pirate Ships by Liam  
O'Donnell  



(3.6 LY) of History by Thomas 

Harding,  

(4.1 LY) 

(4.2 LY) 

The Tunnel by Anthony 

Browne  

(2.7 LY) 

 

Why the Sea is Salty 

by Rosie Dickins  

(3.5 LY) 

 

   Tough Jobs: Pirate by 

Helen Greathead  

(4.2 LY) 

Middle Guided 

Reading Text  

  3.1 

Lily goes on a plane  

Anne Gutman  

3.3 

Granny's Jungle 

Garden 
West, Colin 

3.5 

The Hole Story 

Bright, Paul 

 

3.7 

The Stone Bird 

McCartney, Jenny 

 

 

  No1 Car spotters and 

car thieves   

(3.2 LY) 

Atinuke and Warwick 

Johnson Cadwell  

(pages 92) 

White Owl, Barn Owl 

Davies, Nicola  

(3.4 LY) 

 

 

Mr Birdsnest and the 

House Next Door 

Donaldson, Julia  

(3.6 LY) 

 

Pirates Ahoy! 
Smiley, Sophie  

(3.7 LY) 

  Dirty Bertie: Spider! 
MacDonald, Alan  

(3.5 LY) 

 

Who's That Tripping 

over My Bridge? 
Salley, Coleen  

(3.6 LY) 

Strange Days at Sea 
Umansky, Kaye  

(3.8 LY) 

Lower Guided 

Reading Text 

Target level: 1.7 

 

The Big Honey Hunt 

(1.7 LY) 
 

Berenstain, Stan 

 

 

Target level: 1.9 

 

Melrose and Croc 

beside the sea  

Emma Chichester-Clark 

(1.9 LY) 

 

Target level: 2.1 

Joe’s Car by Annabelle 

Dixon  

(2.0 LY) 

Target level: 2.3 

Bug and Bear: A Story 

of True Friendship by 

Ann Bonwill 

(2.4 LY) 

Target level: 2.5 

Houses Around the 

World by Anne Giulieri 

(2.5 LY) 

Target level: 2.7 

Pirates in the 

Supermarket 

(2.7 LY) 

Colours  

(1.8 LY) 
 

Kitamura, Satoshi 

 

Alfie the Sea Dog  

Mick Gower 

(1.9 LY) 

Big Trucks by Jill 

Atkins  

(2.1 LY) 

 

Funniest Minibeasts by 

Annabelle Lynch 

(2.3 LY) 

A New House for 

Mouse by Petr Horácek 

(2.6 LY) 

Are You the Pirate 

Captain? by Gareth P. 

Jones 

(2.7 LY) 

 

I Want to Play Music 

Too  

(1.9 LY) 

Child, Lauren 

The Sea Tiger  

Victoria Turnball    

Police Cars by Carol 

Lindeen  

(2.1 LY) 

Amazing Insects and 

Spiders by Kelly 

Gaffney  

(2.4 LY) 

 Elmer and the whales  

(2.8 LY)  

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Atinuke/e/B0034Q18ZI?ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_2&qid=1655738829&sr=8-2


 (2.0 LY) 
 
 

 

Story Time Book 

The Magic Paintbrush 

by Sorrel Pitts  

(2.3 LY) 

Grandma Bird by Benji 

Davies  

(N/A) 

Grandad's Boneshaker 

Bicycle by Colin West 

(2.9 LY) 

TJ and the Great Snail 

Show by Rose Impey 

(3.5 LY) 

 

In Every House, on 

Every Street by Jess 

Hitchman  

(N/A) 

Pirate Underpants by 

Tom Easton  

(3.9 LY) 

Luna Loves Art by 

Joseph Coelho 

(2.9 LY) 

 Those Magnificent 

Sheep in Their Flying 

Machine by Peter 

Bently  

(3.6 LY) 

What the Ladybird 

Heard by Julia 

Donaldson  

(2.8 LY) 

Last Tree In the City 

by Peter Carnavas 

(N/A) 

The Sea Saw 
Percival, Tom (3.8 
LY) 

Cave Baby by Julia 

Donaldson 

(2.4 LY) 

 All Aboard for the 

Bobo Road by Stephen 

Davies 

(3.0 LY) 

  The Sea Challenge  

Bear, Grylls 

(4.4 LY) 

The Moon Man by 

Gerda Marie Scheidl 

(3.1 LY) 

     

 

  



YEAR 3 

 

THE FIVE PLAGUES OF A DEVELOPING READER 

Archaic Language Non-Linear Time Sequences Narratively Complex Figurative/Symbolic Resistant Texts 

Vocabulary, usage, syntax and 

context for cultural 

reference in books of over 50 

years old are typically more 

complex than the modern 

form 

Time passes in the text in fits 

and starts or doubles backs on 

itself, for example using 

flashbacks 

Narrated by an unreliable 

narrator who misunderstands 

something or doesn’t fit in 

with others’ views. The 

narrator can also be multiple 

people or an animal or there 

can be multiple plot lines 

Happen on a symbolic level or 

contain hidden ideas or 

meanings 

Written to deliberately make 

it hard for the reader to 

ascertain meaning, needing to 

assemble meaning around 

nuances, hints, uncertainties 

and clues 

 

OTHER TEXT TYPES 

Culture & Diversity Non-Fiction    

Books about life in other 

cultures or diversity in our 

own culture 

Books containing factual 

information. 

   

 

 AUTUMN 1 AUTUMN 2 SPRING 1 SPRING 2. SUMMER 1 SUMMER 2 

Topic Urban pioneers Stone age/iron age Scrumptious  Ancient Egypt The Iron Man Flow 

Novel Study Text 

Adelita by Tomie de 

Paola 

Stone Age Boy by 

Satoshi Kitamura  

(3.5 LY) 

Charlie and the 

chocolate factory by 

Roald Dahl  

(4.8 MY) 

Mummies by Ripley 

Readers  

(N/A) 

Iron Man by Ted 

Hughes (4.7 MY) 

Wind in the Willows by 

Nicky Singer  

(4.0 MY) 

Greta Thunberg by 

Maria Isabel Sanchez 

Vegara  

(5.2 LY) 

Talking turkeys by 

Benjamin Zephaniah 

(N/A) 

Writing Genres 
Traditional tales 

Biographies 

 

Play scripts 

Historical stories 

Instructions 

Modern Verse 

Explanation text  

Diary recount 

 

Science fiction 

Simile poetry  

 

Dilemma 

Newspaper reports 

Acrostic poetry 

Higher Guided 

Reading Text (GDS) 

Target level: 4.2 

Horrid Henry and the 

Mega-Mean Time 

Machine by Francesca 

Simon 

Target level: 4.4 

Short Pants by Kath 

Lock 

(4.4 LY) 

Target level: 4.6 

Stick Dog Dreams of 

Ice-Cream by Tom 

Watson 

(4.5 MY) 

Target level: 4.8 

Lost in Egypt by Nick 

Hunter 

(4.8 LY) 

Target level: 5.0  

The High Street by 

Alice Melvin 

(5.0 LY) 

Target level: 5.2 

Ducks Overboard! A 

true story of plastic in 

our oceans. 

Motom Markus 



(3.4 LY) (5.2 LY) 

Horrid Henry’s 

Underpants by 

Francesca Simon 

(3.3 LY) 

The Hairy Toe by Mark 

Carthew 

(4.2 LY) 

Egyptian Treasures 

Catherine Chambers 

(4.9 LY) 

Colin the Cart Horse by 

Gavin Puckett  

(5.2 LY) 

Fairy Unicorns 

Enchanted River 

(5.0 LY) 
Molly Whuppie and the 

Giant by David Booth 

(3.8) 

Middle Guided 

Reading Text 

(EXS) 

 

Target level: 2.7 

Horrid Henry’s Hike by 

Francesca Simon 

(3.1 LY)  

Target level: 2.9 

The Billy Goats Tough 

by Tim O’Brien  

(3.4 LY) 

Target level: 3.1 

Ellie's Magical Bakery: 

Best Cake for a Best 

Friend (4.3 LY) 

 

Target level: 3.3 

Egyptian Tales: The 

Plot on the Pyramid by 

Terry Deary  

(3.6 LY) 

3.5 

 
The Incredible Whale 

and other Poems by 

Helen Dineen 
(3.2 LY) 

Target level: 3.7 

The Great Big Water 

Cycle Adventure  

(3.7 LY) 

Horrid Henry’s Nits by 

Francesca Simon  

(2.9 LY) 

Maui Tames the Sun by 

Alan Trussell-Cullen 

(3.5 LY)  

 

The Magic and the 

Mummy by Terry Deary 

(3.5 LY) 

Catching Flies by June 

Crebbin  

(4.2 LY) 

Grace the Pirate by 

James Riordan (4.1 MY) 

Kaleidoscope by Mark 

Carthew 

(3.7 LY) 

Lower Guided 

Reading Text 

(WTS) 

Target level: 1.7 

Don’t be Horrid Henry! 

By Francesca Simon 

(2.3 LY) 

 

Target level: 1.9 

The Singing Giant by 

Margaret Ryan  

(2.2 LY) 

Target level: 2.1 

Lulu and the Chocolate 

Wedding by Posy 

Simmonds 

(2.1 LY) 

Target level: 2.3 

Meet the Cave Children 

by Adam Guillain 

(2.4 LY) 

Target level: 2.5 

Hunches in Bunches by 

Dr Seuss  

(2.9 LY) 

Target level: 2.9 

Swimming with 

Dolphins by Angie 

Belcher 

(2.9 LY) 

Brementown Musicians 

by Eleanor Boylan 

(2.7 LY) 

 

The Pharaoh's Cat by 

Adam Guillain  

(2.7 LY) 

I Can Lick 30 Tigers 

Today by Dr. Seuss 

(2.9 LY) 

 

Olivia Goes to Venice 

by Ian Falconer  

(2.7 LY) 

 

Horrid Henry’s Car 

Journey by Francesca 

Simon 

(2.6 LY) 

Jack and the Baked 

Beanstalk  

(2.9 LY) 

 

Monster Moneymaker 

by Robert Marsh 

(2.2LY) 

The Cursed Necklace 

by Katie Dale  

(3.0 LY) 

 

A Tall Tale by Roderick 

Hunt 

(2.9 LY) 

Story Time Book 

Little Leaders: Bold 

women in Black History 

by Vashti Harrison 

(N/A) 

The Stone Age: 

Hunters, Gatherers 

and Woolly Mammoths 

Do you speak 

Chocolate? By Cas 

Lester 

(4.3 MY) 

Flat Stanley: The 

Great Egyptian Grave 

Robbery by Sara 

Pennypacker (4.4 LY) 

Runaway Robot 

By Frank Cottrell-

Boyce  

(4.3 MY) 

The River Challenge by 

Bear Grylls  

(4.3 LY) 



Little Leaders: 

Exceptional Men in 

Black History by Vashti 

Harrison (N/A) 

by Marcia Williams 

(N/A) 

  



YEAR 4 

 

THE FIVE PLAGUES OF A DEVELOPING READER 

Archaic Language Non-Linear Time Sequences Narratively Complex Figurative/Symbolic Resistant Texts 

Vocabulary, usage, syntax and 

context for cultural 

reference in books of over 50 

years old are typically more 

complex than the modern 

form 

Time passes in the text in fits 

and starts or doubles backs on 

itself, for example using 

flashbacks 

Narrated by an unreliable 

narrator who misunderstands 

something or doesn’t fit in 

with others’ views. The 

narrator can also be multiple 

people or an animal or there 

can be multiple plot lines 

Happen on a symbolic level or 

contain hidden ideas or 

meanings 

Written to deliberately make 

it hard for the reader to 

ascertain meaning, needing to 

assemble meaning around 

nuances, hints, uncertainties 

and clues 

 

OTHER TEXT TYPES 

Culture & Diversity Non-Fiction    

Books about life in other 

cultures or diversity in our 

own culture 

Books containing factual 

information. 

   

 

 AUTUMN 1 AUTUMN 2 SPRING 1 SPRING 2 SUMMER 1 SUMMER 2 

Topic Ancient Greece The Americas Oceans 
Mountains, Volcanoes & 

Earthquakes 

Shell Structures & 

Pneumatics 
Ancient Rome 

Novel Study Text 

The Iliad and The 

Odyssey by Marcia 

Williams  

(4.1 MY) 

Multicultural Stories: 

Stories From The 

Amazon by Savior 

Pirotti 

(4.4 MY) 

Song Of the Dolphin 

Boy by Elizabeth Laird 

(4.6)  

The Firework Maker’s 

Daughter by Philip 

Pullman 

(5.3 MY) 

Floors by Patrick 

Carman 

(5.7 MY) 

Diary of a Young Roman 

Soldier by Moira 

Butterfield 

(5.8 MY) Shark Lady by Jess 

Keating 

(4.4 LY) 

Writing Genres 

Recount Letters 

Greek Myths 

Adventure Stories 

Observational Poetry 

Information Texts 

Narrative Poetry  

Legends 

Classic Poetry 

Persuasive Adverts 

Persuasive Letters 

Mystery Stories 

Newspapers 

Fantasy Stories 

Higher Guided 

Reading Text 

Target level: 5.2 

Percy Jackson And The 

Lightning Thief by Rick 

Riordan 

Target level: 5.4 

The City Of Ember by 

Jeanne DuPrau  

(5.0 MY) 

Target level: 5.6 

Oceans Alive by Angie 

Belcher  

(5.1 MY) 

Target level: 5.8 

Sir Gawain and the 

Green Knight by 

Michael Morpurgo  

Target level: 6.0 

Peter Pan In Scarlet by 

Geraldine McCaughrean  

(5.9 MY) 

Target level: 6.2 

Roman Diary: The 

Journal of Iliona by 

Richard Platt (6.1 MY) 



(4.5 MY)  Odious Oceans by 

Anita Ganeri  

(5.5 MY) 

(5.9 MY)   

Middle Guided 

Reading Text 

Target level: 3.7 

Orchard Greek Myths 

by Geraldine 

McCaughrean 

(3.9 MY) 

Target level: 3.9 

To The Edge Of The 

World by Julia Green 

(4.0 MY) 

 

Target level: 4.1 

When The Mountains 

Roared by Jess 

Butterworth  

(4.2 MY) 

Target level: 4.3 

The Legends of King 

Arthur by Tracey 

Mayhew  

(4.4 MY) 

 

Target level: 4.5 

The Sandman and The 

Turtles by Michael 

Morpurgo  

(4.6 MY) 

Target level: 4.7 

Escape From Rome by 

Caroline Lawrence 

(4.7 MY) 

Lower Guided 

Reading Text 

Target level: 2.7 

The Boy With Wings 

By Simon Cheshire 

(2.8 LY) 

Target level: 2.9 

Around The World In 

72 Days by Liz Miles 

(3.0 LY) 

Target level: 3.1 

Weird Sea Creatures 

by Laura Marsh  

(3.2 LY) 

Target level: 3.3 

Stories of Merlin by 

Russell Punter  

(3.4 LY) 

Target level: 3.5 

Alice In Wonderland 

by Russell Punter  

(3.5) 

 

Target level: 3.7 

Cassia’s Diary by 

Andrew Langly  

(3.7 MY) 

The Secret Of 

Pandora’s Box by 

Saviour Pirotti 

(3.1 LY) 

When Jessie Came 

Across The Sea by 

Amy Hest 

(3.2 MY) 

The Diver By Anne 

Curtis 
(3.3 MY) 

Follow The Drinking 

Gourd: An Underground 

Railway Story by Cari 

Meister 

(3.5 LY) 

Romans: Gods, 

Emperors & Dormice 

(4.4 LY) 

Story Time Book 

The Girl Who Stole An 

Elephant by Nizrana 

Farook 

(4.3 MY) 

Brain Freeze by Tom 

Fletcher 

(4.7 MY) 

 

20,000 Leagues Under 

the Sea by Pauline 

Francis 

(4.6 MY)  

 

Journey To the Centre 

of The Earth by James 

Mayhew  

(4.7 MY) 

The Demon 

Headmaster by Gillian 

Cross 

(4.6 MY) 

Gladiator Revival by 

Jonny Zucker  

(4.7 MY) 

I Believe in Unicorns 

by Michael Morpurgo  

(4.8 MY) 

 

  



YEAR 5 

 

THE FIVE PLAGUES OF A DEVELOPING READER 

Archaic Language Non-Linear Time Sequences Narratively Complex Figurative/Symbolic Resistant Texts 

Vocabulary, usage, syntax and 

context for cultural 

reference in books of over 50 

years old are typically more 

complex than the modern 

form 

Time passes in the text in fits 

and starts or doubles backs on 

itself, for example using 

flashbacks 

Narrated by an unreliable 

narrator who misunderstands 

something or doesn’t fit in 

with others’ views. The 

narrator can also be multiple 

people or an animal or there 

can be multiple plot lines 

Happen on a symbolic level or 

contain hidden ideas or 

meanings 

Written to deliberately make 

it hard for the reader to 

ascertain meaning, needing to 

assemble meaning around 

nuances, hints, uncertainties 

and clues 

 

OTHER TEXT TYPES 

Culture & Diversity Non-Fiction    

Books about life in other 

cultures or diversity in our 

own culture 

Books containing factual 

information. 

   

 

 

 AUTUMN 1 AUTUMN 2 SPRING 1 SPRING 2 SUMMER 1 SUMMER 2 

Topic Saxons and Scots 
Catapults, Gears and 

Pulleys 
Vikings Biomes of the World Fairground Sow, Grow, Farm 

Novel Study Text 

At the Sign of the 

Sugared Plum by Mary 

Hooper  

(6.2 UY) 

 

The Time Machine by 

HG Wells  

(7.4 UY) 

Coming to England by 

Floella Benjamin  

(6.1 UY) 

 

The Lion, the Witch 

and the Wardrobe by 

C.S Lewis  

(5.7 MY)  

Just So Stories by 

Rudyard Kipling 

(5.3 MY) 

The Jungle Book by 

Rudyard Kipling  

(7.6 MY) 

Writing Genres 

Autobiographies 

Stories from Other 

Cultures 

Historical Fiction 

Science Fiction 

Riddles 

Acrostic Poems 

 

Playscripts 

News Reports 

 

Fantasy Story  

Diary Entries 

Explanation Texts 

Non-Chronological 

Report 

Persuasive Writing 



Higher Guided 

Reading Text 

Target level: 6.6 

Anglo-Saxon Boy by 

Tony Bradman  

(6.3 MY+) 

 

Target level: 6.4 

The Measly Middle 

Ages by Terry Deary 

(6.1 MY) 

Target level: 6.2 

Riddle of the Runes by 

Janina Ramirez  

(5.9 MY) 

 

Target level: 6.8 

Survivors by David 

Long 

(7.2 MY) 

Target level: 7.0 

Funfair of Fears by Ian 

Ogilvy  

(6.6 MY) 

Target level: 7.2 

The Secret Garden by 

Frances Hodgeson 

Burnett  

(6.3 UY) 

Middle Guided 

Reading Text 

Target level: 5.1 

Invade and Settle, 

Raid and Meddle by 

Adam Bushnell  

(4.9 MY) 

 

Target level: 4.9 

The Highwayman by 

Alfred Noyes  

(4.9 MY) 

 

Target level: 4.7 

Magnus Chase and the 

Sword of Summer by 

Rick Riordan  

(4.8 MY) 

 

Target level: 5.3 

Kaspar Prince of Cats 

by Michael Morpurgo 

(5.2 MY) 

 

Target level: 5.5 

Rollercoasters by Jim 

Brush  

(5.1 MY) 

 

 

Target level: 5.7 

Animal Farm by Tony 

Evans  

(5.7 MY) 

Lower Guided 

Reading Text 

 

Target level: 4.1 

The King Who Threw 

Away His Throne & 

The Witch Who Faced 

the Fire by Terry 

Deary  

(4.0 LY) 

 

Target level: 3.9 

Thief! By Malorie 

Blackman  

(4.1 MY) 

 

Target level: 3.7 

The Last Viking by 

Terry Deary  

(3.8 MY) 

 

Target level: 4.3 

Exploring mountains 

(4.5 LY) 

 

 

Target level: 4.5 

Eddie’s toolbox by 

Sarah Garland  

(4.5LY) 

 

 

 

Target level: 4.7 

The Midnight Fox by 

Betsy Byars  

(4.9 MY) 

 

Story Time Book 

The Buried Crown by 

Ally Sherrick  

(4.5 MY) 

 

The True Story of 

Four Black Women and 

the Space Race by 

Margot Shetterly  

(5.8 LY) 

The Worst of the 

Vikings by Margaret 

McAllister  

(5.3 MY) 

 

Scavengers by Darren 

Simpson 

 (4.8 MY) 

Chitty Chitty Bang 

Bang Flies Again by 

Frank Cottrell Boyce 

(4.5 MY) 

 

Journey to Jo’Burg by 

Beverley Naidoo  

(4.6 MY) 

 

  



YEAR 6 

 

THE FIVE PLAGUES OF A DEVELOPING READER 

Archaic Language Non-Linear Time Sequences Narratively Complex Figurative/Symbolic Resistant Texts 

Vocabulary, usage, syntax and 

context for cultural 

reference in books of over 50 

years old are typically more 

complex than the modern 

form 

Time passes in the text in fits 

and starts or doubles backs on 

itself, for example using 

flashbacks 

Narrated by an unreliable 

narrator who misunderstands 

something or doesn’t fit in 

with others’ views. The 

narrator can also be multiple 

people or an animal or there 

can be multiple plot lines 

Happen on a symbolic level or 

contain hidden ideas or 

meanings 

Written to deliberately make 

it hard for the reader to 

ascertain meaning, needing to 

assemble meaning around 

nuances, hints, uncertainties 

and clues 

 

OTHER TEXT TYPES 

Culture & Diversity Non-Fiction    

Books about life in other 

cultures or diversity in our 

own culture 

Books containing factual 

information. 

   

 

 AUTUMN 1 AUTUMN 2 SPRING 1 SPRING 2 SUMMER 1 SUMMER 2 

Topic Islamic Community Remembrance WW1 Frozen Kingdom A Child’s War WW2 Wheeled Vehicles  Gallery Rebels  

Novel Study Text 

The Lost Thing by 

Shaun Tan 
(3.6 MY) 

The Times newspaper 

extract (17th April 

1917) (N/A) 

Protect the Planet by 

Jess French 
(6.2 MY) 

The Hound of the 

Baskervilles by Arthur 

Conan Doyle 
(8.3 UY) 

The Wright Brothers: 

Nose-diving into 

history 

Holes by Louis Sachar 
(4.6 UY) 

The Phantom Coach 

(N/A) 

The Piano (N/A) To build a Fire by Jack 

London 

(NA) 

Mysteries of Harris 

Burdick by Chris Van 

Allsburg 
(5.4 MY) 

Pioneers of the Air by 

Molly Burkett 
(7.9 UY) 

The Giant’s Necklace 

by Michael Morpurgo 
(5.5 MY) 

 

Walter Tull: Footballer 

– Soldier – Hero by Dan 

Lyndon 
(6.4 LY) 

Flanders Field (N/A) Residential  

SATS texts  

High Flight (N/A) 

 

The Door in the wall 

(N/A) 

Y6 writing moderation 

short writing tasks  

Dulce est Decorum 

(N/A) 



Writing Genres 

Adventure Narrative  

Creative writing 

Biography   

Flashback 

Poetry 

Report  

Explanation texts 

Discussion texts  

Poetry  

Mystery 

Poetry  

Diary 

Explanation  

Science fiction 

Persuasive letters 

News reports  

Higher Guided 

Reading Text 

Target level: 7.2 

Spirit Of The Jungle 

by Bear Grylls  

(6.7 MY) 

Target level: 7.4 

The Ghost Of The 

Trenches And Other 

Stories by Helen 

Watts 
(7.4 MY) 

Target level: 7.6 

The Call of the Wild by 

Jack London  
(8.0 MY) 

Target level: 7.8 

Who Broke The 

Wartime Codes by 

Nicola Barbar 
(8.0 MY) 

 

Target level: 8.0/8.2 

Kidnapped by Robert Louis Stevenson 
(8.0 MY) 

 

Middle Guided 

Reading Text 

Target level: 5.7 

Journey to the River 

Sea by Eva Ibbotson  
(5.6 MY)  

Target level: 5.9 

War Horse by Michael 

Morpurgo 
(5.9 MY) 

Target level: 6.1 

The Call of The Wild 

by Hagit Borer 
(6.1 MY) 

Target level: 6.3 

Biggles Defies The 

Swastika by W.E. 

Johns (6.5 MY) 

 

 

Target level: 6.5 

Chitty Chitty Bang 

Bang by Frank Cottrell 

Boyce 
(6.6 MY) 

Target level: 6.7 

Twelve Minutes To 

Midnight by 

Christopher Edge 
(7.5 MY) 

Lower Guided 

Reading Text 

Target level: 4.5 

Kensuke's Kingdom by 

Michael Morpurgo 
(4.7 MY)  

 

Target level: 4.9 

Private Peaceful by 

Michael Morpurgo 
(5.2 MY) 

 

Target level: 5.3 

The Fight For The 

Frozen Land: Arctic by 

Elizabeth Singer Hunt  
(5.4 MY) 

Target level: 5.7 

Goodnight Mister Tom 

by Michelle Magorian 
(5.1 MY) 

 

Target level: 6.1 

Bright Storm: A Sky 

Ship Adventure by 

Vashti Hardy 
 (5.5 MY) 

Target level: 6.5 

Annie by Thomas 

Meehan 
(6.3 MY) 

 

Story Time Book 

Oranges in no man's 

land by Elizabeth Laird 
(4.3 MY+) 

Listen to the Moon by 

Michael Morpurgo 

(5.9 MY+) 

Northern Lights by 

Philip Pullman 

(6.2 UY) 

Sweet Clarinet by 

James Riordan  

(6.4 MY) 

The Bad Beginning by 

Lemony Snicket 

(6.4 MY) 

Being Miss Nobody by 

Tamsin Winter  
(6.1 MY) 

 

 

 


